
Handwriting Policy

Aims It is our aim to encourage the progression and development of each child’s handwriting throughout the schools into a fluent,
legible and individual style that can be adapted for a range of purposes and will support their spelling and composition.

Disabilities & Equalities Statement
All children are given full access to the National Curriculum. Staff will endeavour to ensure that all children reach their potential,
irrespective of race, gender, age, home-background or ability. When planning and teaching handwriting, staff will make reasonable
adjustments to promote equality of opportunity.

Organisation
Handwriting is taught in explicit, regular sessions focussing on letter formation, consistent size and shape of letters, as well as
accurate joining. The teaching of handwriting follows the expectations set out in the Programmes of Study and includes cursive
handwriting from Year 2. Learning is differentiated based on the needs of the child. Handwriting is applied in all writing and modelling,
where appropriate and is a consistent marking focus.

All teachers give specific attention to pencil and pen control, grip and posture in helping pupils to develop a legible cursive style.



Year Group Intent Implementation

Preschool To develop
manipulation and
control, exploring
different materials
and tools

Use large and small motor skills to do things
independently, for example manage buttons and zips, and
pour drinks.

Enjoy drawing freely.

Add some marks to their drawings, which they give
meaning to. For example: “That says mummy.” Make
marks on their picture to stand for their name.

● Funky Fingers: A station in classrooms where fun challenges are set out to
develop various fine motor skills such as eye hand coordination, or pincer grip .
Fine Motor Skills groups: This aims to provide children with lower motor skills
chances to learn and develop in this area, leading to better balance,
coordination and mark making.

● Variety of media in continuous provision inside and outside of the classroom
i.e charcoal, shaving foam, paint brushes and water, chalk,

● Encourage fine motor control  independence - puring own drinks, doing own
buttons/ shoelaces/ zips

Reception To develop both
gross and fine
motor skills.
To form
recognisable
letters using the
correct formation
(following Read
Write Inc)

Physical Development

ELG: Gross Motor Skills:Demonstrate strength, balance
and coordination when playing
ELG: Fine Motor Skills Children at the expected level of
development will:
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing
– using the tripod grip in almost all cases;
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint
brushes and cutlery;
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

ELG: Writing
Children at the expected level of development will: - Write
recognisable letters, most of which are correctly
formed;

● Funky Fingers: as above
● Handwriting sessions: These are completed with the adults in the classroom

to support and develop children’s letter formation and handwriting skills. These
tie into Phonics sessions and letter formation is taught alongside the letter
sounds

● Opportunities for mark making are planned in both the inside and outside
environment. Children are offered a range of materials and experiences for mark
making developed across all six areas of learning. When teachers are modelling
activities, they demonstrate and encourage correct pencil grip. In Reception,
Children are taught how to form individual letters accurately in line with the
agreed letter formation alongside Read Write Inc phonic teaching using a variety
of strategies.

● Patterns to support letter shapes are used for children that need them.

Year 1 To form letters
and digits
correctly and
consistent in
size.

NC: Pupils should be taught to:
Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction,
starting and finishing in the right place
Form capital letters
Form digits 0-9
Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’
(i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these.

● Handwriting forms part of the early morning routine - children learn about
handwriting families:

● Funky Finger activities (as above) continue to strengthen hand and arm muscles
● Opportunities for mark making using a variety of media within continuous

provision (as above)



Year 2 To know the
strokes needs to
join each letter to
another

NC: Pupils should be taught to:  form lower-case letters of
the correct size relative to one another  start using
some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to
join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to
one another, are best left un-joined e.g. x? write capital
letters of the correct size and orientation in relationship
to one another, and to lower case letters

Write digits of the correct size and orientation in
relationship to one another  use spacing between words
that reflects the size of the letters.

● Writing is taught as a whole class and small group activity.

Year 3/4 To consolidate the
cursive style,
ensuring
ascenders and
descenders are
accurately drawn.

Pupils should be taught to:
use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed
to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent
to one another, are best left un-joined  increase the
legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting
(for example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters
are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are
spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and
descenders of letters do not touch).

● Discrete handwriting sessions are supported through independent handwriting
activities linked to phonics and spelling.

● Intervention groups for children who need targeted support.
● Some children begin to write in blue pen.

Year 5/6 To maintain a
neat, joined style
when writing at
speed.

Pupils should be taught to:
write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
choosing which shape of a letter to use when given
choices and deciding whether or not to join specific
letters choosing the writing implement that is best suited
for a task.

● All children to write in blue pen
● Weekly handwriting sessions
● Intervention groups (additional handwriting for targeted children)

Terminology
Cursive: Joined-up handwriting style
Capital and lowercase: The names of capital and lowercase letters (rather than ‘big and small’). Ascenders and Descenders: Letters that go
above the usual letter line and below the baseline
Letter bodies: The main body of letters, which are neither ascenders or descenders (e.g. the rounded parts of ‘b’, ‘d’ and ‘a’ and the arches of ‘m’
and ‘n’
Entry and exit strokes: Entry stroke starts on the line and exit strokes generally end on the line (with the exception of ‘o’, ‘v,’ ‘w,’ ‘r’ and ‘x’


